
 

 

SAGE Presidents’ Call 
August 19, 2019, 9pm EDT 

Zoom Link to call in: https://unc.zoom.us/j/485520750  
 
Call started: 9:05 pm EST 
 
Attendance: 

Institution Attending Representatives 

Michigan State University   

The Ohio State University X Stephen Post 

Rutgers University X Nathaniel Flores 

SUNY Stony Brook INACTIVE, X Xiaoqing Zhang  

Texas A&M University X Purna Doddapaneni 

University of Arizona X Dylan Barton 

University of California-Berkeley INACTIVE  

University of California-Davis   

University of California-Irvine   

University of California-Los Angeles INACTIVE  

University of California-San Diego   

University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign INACTIVE  

University of Maryland INACTIVE, X Annie Rappeport 

University of Michigan X Lucca Henrion 

University of Minnesota INACTIVE  

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill X Manny Hernandez, Cody Love, Chastan Swain  

University of Pittsburgh X Rachel Coombs 

University of Texas-Austin X Christina Baze 
Samantha Fuchs 
Kathryn Abercrombie 

University of Virginia INACTIVE  

University of Washington X Giuliana Conti 

Total in Attendance 7 active, 2 inactive   

 
 

Introductions 
VC: Introductions to SAGE: We’re an advocacy body that goes to DC every spring with a 
legislative platform that is developed annually, but we are also working on pooling resources 
and information for all of the participating GSAs. These calls are meant to serve as a round 



 

 

table discussion to share ideas for improving our practices and lives. Please introduce yourself 
with your name and the institution you represent. 
 

1. SAGE Board 
a. Chair- Manny Hernandez (chair.sage@gmail.com) 

C: Thank you for joining us today. Good group of reps across the country. I was previously the 
President of UNC Chapel Hill’s GSA. Excited to work with you all and to help share information. 
Being President can be very rewarding and challenging. This summer SAGE has been keeping 
up with legislation, especially the HEA REauthorization. If you have any questions I am always 
available at chair.sage@gmail.com. 

b. Vice Chair- Samantha Fuchs (vicechair.sage@gmail.com) 
VC: I am also a former President from UT Austin. For those from inactive institutions, you are 
considered inactive because you have not participated in the last year and thus do not have a 
vote in proceedings. I serve as Parliamentarian and manage attendance and active status. If 
you wish to become active again, please speak to me. 

c. Political Director- Abbie Shew (policy.sage@gmail.com)  
VC: Abbie Shew is our Political Director, in charge of tracking legislation (including funding, 
immigration, camus climate, etc. 

d. Communications- Ashley Melnick (communications.sage@gmail.com) 
i.General email: sagecoalition@gmail.com  
VC: Ashley Melnick is the Comms director from University of Michigan. Manages social media 
and email lists, will send out updates periodically. She also manages the larger SAGE email. If 
you are not on the mailing list, please let her know immediately so we can keep you informed. 
For those we haven’t heard from, we mined your email from your GSA websites. Ashley has 
recently sent out a newsletter about our summer action and manages our website at 
sagecoalition.org. 

e. Internal Affairs- Cody Love  (internalaffairs.sage@gmail.com) 
IA: Dove headfirst into UNC. Very active. Working as a Senator for their GSA. The biggest thing 
I work on is collecting internal information from each organization. Larger goal for this year is 
student financial information - stipends, funding packages, healthcare. And then what is owed, 
in tuition and fees. Then comparing all of that to cost of living for the area. If we have any juicy 
information, we can share it for our white papers for day on the hill. If you have any questions, 
you are welcome to do so.  
2. Each School 
a. Name, Year, and School 
b. Short description of your GSO’s (Graduate Student Organization’s) scope 
c. How much do you know about SAGE already? 
VC: Introductions: Please share. 
Ohio: Pres. Steven Post: established 1955. $230k budget, 15k students represented. 
Rutgers: Pres. Nathaniel Flores, 6th year. Our GSA represents grad students and professional 
students. Have 13k constituents and a budget of $215k. We handle central program and 
legislative action. Don’t know much about SAGE. 
Stony Brook: Pres. Xiao Qing. Represent all masters and doctoral students. Budget of $600k. 
Fund travel programs for conferences and education, work in advocacy with admin. New to 
SAGE. 
VC: Will send out info package. 
Texas A&M: Pres Purna Doddapaneni. $30k budget, newer org. Other funding is tied up in other 
programming. We’ve been part of SAGE for a while but excited to learn from other GSAs. 
Arizona: Policy Director Dylan Barton. Filling in for PRes and VP. Covers all public policy related 
matters. GSA has existed since mid 90s. Complete operating budget is $1mil for 10k 
constituents, but all of this amount does not go students directly. 30% goes to grants, the rest 



 

 

covers organizational cost. 4th year in School Psych PhD (not Ed Psych or School Counseling). 
Limited knowledge of SAGE, split from NAGPS, only reps R1 Universities. SAGE is much more 
thorough and effective in advocacy on the Hill. NAGPS has a reputation of being fairly 
consistent and presenting watered down info. 
VC: Meant to be a student coalition run by students and responsive to their needs. 
Maryland: Pres. Annie Rappeport, 3rd year international education PhD. Lacking institutional 
knowledge, started in the 80s, budget of $125k, focus on advocacy body but does provide travel 
grants and other funding. Only knows a minimal amount about SAGE. 
Michigan: Pres. Lucca Henrion of Rackham Student Gov, only represents grad students (prof 
students represented elsewhere) $40k budget, but Grad School covers many expenses as well. 
We manage everything from funding to advocacy to social events. 4th year Mechanical 
Engineering PhD focusing on combustion engines. Fairly well versed and involved in SAGE. 
Michigan was one of the founding members in 2008. 
UNC Chapel Hill: Pres. Chastan Swain. 3rd year Law Student, Pres of GPSF representing all 
prof and grad students, operating budget of $150k. Worked with SAGE last year and excited for 
this coming year. GSA has been around for almost 50 years. 
Pitt: Pres. Rachel Koontz, 2nd term as Pres. Have been participating in SAGE, which inspired 
me to not drop out. $250-300k budget depending on enrollment. Wants to know how much each 
GSA has control over budget (our school has no control over that money, but I know this isn’t 
universal). Represents 3000 grad and 5000 prof students. Wants to know how to institutionalize 
involvement in SAGE. 
UT Austin: Pres. Christina Baze. 3rd year PhD in STEM education, 3rd year involved in GSA 
and 1st as Pres. Represents 11k students and $65k budget. Not unfamiliar with SAGE but 
excited to learn more. 
UW: Giuliana Conti, 3rd year PhD in Music Education. Was a Senator, then Secretary, and is 
serving 2nd term as Pres. GSA has existed since the 60s, but lacking institutional memory. 
Represents 15k, $500k budget, 5 fully funded officers. Last semester focused on “spring 
cleaning” of institution and governing docs. Member of the Internal Affairs working Group. 
Excited to continue participating. 
 
Discussion 

1. Overview of a President’s Call 
2. Suggested Questions 

a. School-focused 
i.How are you preparing for your first GSO meeting of the year? Do you feel prepared? 
ii.What are your communications strategies for your GSO's delegates? The whole student body? 
iii.What has gone smoothly, that you are proud of? What has gone poorly, that you have either 

learned from or are still struggling with? 
b. Best Practices 

i.What would you like to know about what your other SAGE Institution Presidents and their 
organizations?  
c. SAGE 

i.What previous advocacy work have you/your institution done? 
ii.What would you like to get from SAGE this year? 

Pitt questions: How much control do you have over your budget? How do you institutionalize 
involvement in SAGE?  
Arizona: Interested to see a graphic with operating budgets, constituencies, etc. Might be a 
good way to advocate for better budgets and provide info to GSAs. 
VC: We do have some info that we could synthesize and share. 
Maryland: Our funding comes solely from grad student fees, so we try to keep our budget low, 
but we are interested in other sources of funding that don’t burden our constituents. 



 

 

Arizona: Large budget - fairly arbitrary. GSO has the same budget year to year, not dynamic, for 
better or worse. 
UW: Fascinated that fees come directly from students. We have fees for all students plus an 
organization fee, which is allocated to organizations based on requests and needs. Theoretically 
we could request a budget increase, but it comes from fees from ALL students at UW. 
VC: UT Austin is similar, one student services fee, money is managed by student services 
(includes student input). 
Pitt: We were all under 1 umbrella, but we split 10-12 years ago. We have a grad student 
activity fee which comes directly to us. We can raise that fee, but we have to convince our 
governing body. $30 a semester per student, but the university has no say over that. 
UW: What is the undergrad fee? 
Pitt: $130 per student per semester, with a much higher budget, but much more constraints on 
how it is spent. The university recognizes our need for autonomy, and the undergrad council 
raises fees almost every year. 
Michigan: We get $1.25 per student per semester. We work with a student fee advisory 
committee through the office for Student Life. We have to petition the office, provost, and regent 
to increase student fees. IT seems like we would have to mobilize grad students to support fee 
increases. 
Pitt: So you have to convince your constituency? Are you lumped in with undergrads? 
Michigan: Everyone pays into the central student government and into individual student 
governments. Which means the Central Student Gov has a much higher budget. 
VC: UT Austin has a maximum fee of $250 set by the state legislature. We are currently around 
$160, and we aren’t exactly sure how much goes directly to us because of how fees are 
collected. The legislature would have to be petitioned to raise fees. 
Stony Brook: We are currently happy with our budget and are actually considering lowering 
fees. All grad students pay $45 to the GSA, and we have to vote to approve this fee every other 
year. Our issue is fees from other programs. Our fees are $1000 per semester in total fees, and 
constituents are trying to lower this total number. GSA opposes fee increases, but the university 
is still raising fees (by $100 this academic year). I want to know how much each university is 
charging in grad fees. These are too much of a burden for students. 
Maryland: Also want research on student fees because we are in the same boat with total fees. 
We are at $800 a semester and are trying to avoid adding to the burden. Gathering information 
and sharing across the board which will help us advocate. We are not allowed to request a fee 
decrease, only increase, so it is rigged to exploit grad students. These fees represent more than 
10% of our pay as assistants. 
C: Would this body benefit from understanding the process of how individual institutions review 
fees and make decisions, chain of command? 
Arizona: Yes. Our board of regents listen to the PRes, which is supposed to be beholden to the 
students In practice, the Pres and Board of Regents lack oversight. Fees by referendum have 
gone away and we have little power over fees. Excited to hear that other GSAs have more 
power. 
Ohio state: (from chat) Our funding comes from the $5.1 million Student Activity fee budget that 
comes from the entire population. The student governments get a section of it, and then have 
subsections by % for grads, undergrads, and professional. The university just raised the student 
fee to $40 per semester. 
VC: Lets change topics, meeting officially ends at 10pm, though we’ll stay on the line for those 
interested. 
 
Arizona questions: Concerned about how reps are encouraged to participate in GSOs. What 
factors do you contribute to GSA rep enthusiasm? 
UT Austin: To add to that, how do we get reps from prof students specifically as well? 



 

 

UNC: I am a prof student and students like me are interested because it offers outside 
engagement. We try to show the potential of GSA outside of individual program GSAs. Giving 
individuals more agency helps build enthusiasm, such as encouraging participation in 
committees or SAGE. 
VC: How often do you go to orientation to communicate or promote your GSA? Do you only 
promote digitally? How many different ways do you advertise and engage? Cold emails have 
difficulty raising enthusiasm. 
Maryland: Never underestimate the importance of email. Before that, we had to do an opt in 
method. Prior to, we struggled with a way to reach all grad students and departments. We go to 
50+ orientations and operate a listserv. Both are important to keep the GSA in memory. Now 
operating a newsletter and social media. We have varied relationships with different 
departments and are still expanding. We have research that supports advocating for a listserv if 
anyone wants me to share it. Never take the listserv for granted, and have your different 
contacts refer back to each other to encourage engagement. 
 

Old Business 
1. None.  

 
New Business 
VC: Pres calls are quarterly, which gives us a lot of flexibility. Does anyone have a strong 
opposition to future meetings timed like this (9pm on Mon)? 
Arizona: Exec boards are at this time, so that could be a problem. 
VC: How often do these occur? 
Arizona: bimonthly. 
VC: We are thinking October for the next Pres call. We can also preestablish a topic rather than 
introductory info. Do you want a specific topic or expert guests? We have many contacts. Or we 
can keep discussion to best practices. 
Maryland: Any experts on grad student collective action or advocacy? 
VC: Union reps? Nothing from SAGE. 
C: We can look into it. 
Pitt: We’re still trying to unionize. 
Maryland: So are we. We are legislatively not allowed to unionize. 
VC: collective bargaining will be prioritized. Next Coalition call at Sept 9, 9pm EDT (see below).  
Stony Brook: Can we move the time for Pres calls to an earlier time? 
VC: As long as the western GSAs are unopposed. 
UW: Earlier works. 
UT Austin: Earlier does not work. 
Rutgers: Earlier does not work. 
Stony Brook: Interested in improving mental health resources for grad and prof students. 
VC: Mental Health and Unionizing will be prioritized for the next meeting. Fall Summit is our only 
in person meeting in the fall, we create working groups to create papers to take to the Hill in the 
Spring. This could be anything that our constituents deem important. This is taking place in 
Tucson on October 18th & 19th. 
Arizona: Everything's coming together. We are planning an excursion to Biosphere 2. We will 
provide transport, dinner and food. I hope everyone can go. We have a room block ready to go, 
which would be $130 per night. We do have volunteers to host people rather than forcing 
everyone to buy a room. How many people will be using room blocks? For those at the hotel, 
would you be willing to share rooms to reduce cost? For those not staying, how many would like 
to be connected to a volunteer? 
VC: SAGE will gather that information on our registration page. 



 

 

1. Date/time for next President’s Call? 
2. Topic for next President’s Call? 

a. Expert Guest? 
 
Announcements 

1. Next Coalition call will be September 9th, 9pm EDT 
2. Next Presidents call will be ? 
3. Fall Summit will be October 18th-19th in Tucson, AZ 

a. Logistics w. U of A Policy Director (Dylan Barton) 
i.Room Blocks - ~$130 a night 
Az: Questions to get out to folks: we have volunteers to provide a place for people to sleep, 
instead of paying for a room. How many folks will want to do that? If they are staying in the 
hotel, will they want a roommate? 

ii. Volunteer lodging 
b. Eventbrite link for registration with SAGE - Email out September 9th asking for 

number of attendees, dietary restrictions, and travel and lodging plans  
 
Open Forum 
 
VC: Info packet to follow. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:07pm EDT. 
 
 


